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Q: I’m on a limited income 
– would I be able to afford a 
family solicitor?
A: At Spicketts Battrick, we realise 
that the old-fashioned way of 
paying for legal advice by the hour 
is a scary thought; no-one likes a 
large bill they weren’t expecting! 

So we developed a new range of 
payment options, making it easier 
for clients to budget their costs. 

We offer a ‘pay as you go’ option 
so that you only pay for legal advice 
you need. 

We break down appointments 
into 15-minute slots; you decide 
how long you need, with no strings 
attached.

We also offer a range of fully 
managed cases via our affordable 
‘fixed fee’ solutions. For all family 
advice, whether it’s change of name 

deeds, child contact arrangements 
or unmarried partners’ financial 
separations, we will conduct your 
case on an agreed fixed fee, so you 
know exactly what you’ll be paying 
from the outset. 

We also offer flexible instalment 
programmes, allowing our clients to 
spread out their payments.
For expert legal advice, see 
spickettsbattrick.co.uk

Movers,  
shAkers etc 

New people, new roles,  
shake-ups and innovations

The Vale Resort in Hensol 
recently appointed Joanna 
Church (pictured above) as 
sales and fitness manager.
Cardiff-born Joanna brings 
a wealth of knowledge and 

experience to the role. 
Wales hospitality providers 

Viking Hospitality have 
appointed Nicki O’Connor as 

Operations & Events Manager.
Retail and consumer finance 

company Buy As You View have  
appointd Mark Maddox to the 
newly-created role of Supply 
Chain Director, based at their 

South Wales head office.

L
AST WEEk, I spent a 
morning on Treforest 
industrial estate. Not the 
most glamorous location, 
but it was more than 

worthwhile as I learned a huge 
amount from a Welsh Government-
funded training session about 
dealing with Venture Capitalists, 
valuing your company, planning for 
acquisition, and raising VC cash. I 
then whizzed down to Cardiff and 
listened to the Welsh Government 
Creative Industries team present 
their varied support for new and 
existing businesses, which includes 
a whole host of funding and advice.

The week before, I’d been at 
the excellent Welsh Entrepreneurs 
conference, where founder 
Jonathan Morgan from Welsh 
tech start-up Object Matrix spoke 
passionately about Wales being a 
great place for start-ups.

Essentially, Wales, and Cardiff 
in particular, is a fantastic place 

in which to start a business, even 
though I’m sometimes guilty of 
moaning about how far from 
‘the action’ we sometimes feel, 
especially the bright lights of Silicon 
Valley of San Francisco.

But one example of the great 
things we have on our doorstep is 
ICE, a hub of innovative, ambitious 
small businesses (including timto, 
this month’s profiled start-up) in 
Caerphilly, providing flexible space 
and support to allow them to grow. 
In the spirit of full disclosure, I 
should mention that I’m a voluntary 
member of the board, but my 
involvement there is pretty minimal. 
The staff (and tenants, of course) 
have turned it into an exciting place 
to build a business. I was there one 
evening recently, and despite the 
near-biblical levels of rain pouring 
from the dark skies, there was a 
great bunch of entrepreneurs in the 
building, excitedly working on their 
businesses, swapping advice and 

ideas. Places like this (including 
Indycube, whose rapid expansion 
across South Wales is a massive 
boon for small, agile businesses) 
will foster an even greater spirit of 
innovation and collaboration.

Cardiff can’t currently be 
expected to compete with the 
great metropolises of London, 
Berlin and San Francisco, for pure 
financial, social, technological 
and demographic reasons. But 
that doesn’t mean everyone has 
to move there in order to be a 
success. If we play our cards right, 
and appreciate the resources at our 
disposal, Cardiff could be on the 
verge of becoming a city globally 
known for its creative and digital 
start-up successes.
Neil is the founder of Dizzyjam.
com, blogs at NeilCocker.com, 
tweets at @NeilCocker, and 
is helping to build Cardiff’s 
start-up community through 
CardiffStart.com

Start me up
Despite his admiration for the bright lights of Silicon Valley, NEIL COCkER 
reckons Cardiff is a great place to start and foster a small business

In this month’s 60-second Q&A, NEIL COCKER talks 
to Nathan Cornish (pictured right), co-founder of timto, 
another Cardiff start-up making waves…
Q: What does timto do? 
A: We enable people to set up an online gift fund – their 
friends and family can group together to contribute 
towards an extra-special present.  
Q: What makes your start-up special? 
A: We’re the only online group gifting service of its kind. 
Not only do celebrators receive amazing gifts, but by 
including a donation to their favourite charity it adds a 
real feelgood factor – we call it Uplifting Gifting. 
Q: Why did you build this company? 
A: At my daughter’s sixth birthday party a lot of the 
presents she received were duplicated or remained 
unused. It made me wonder whether there was another 

way to give better gifts. 
Q: how’s business at the moment? 
A: We’re building new partnerships with significant 
Uk charities and continuously improving the website, 
expanding from children’s birthdays into different types 
of celebrations.  
Q: What’s the key to your growth?  
A: Word of mouth and digital media are extremely 
important. We hope to deliver a memorable gift service 
that people are proud to recommend to others. 
Q: Where would you like timto to be in five 
years’ time? 
A: We aim to create a culture whereby it becomes the 
social norm to give better gifts together, and Uplifting 
Gifting is an integral part of every celebration.
For more timto.co.uk

Legal Eagles Family law expert JAMES PARISH from Spicketts Battrick in 
Cardiff answers your questions
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